
Community-Based Job Training Grants 
Columbia Gorge Community College 

  

 
Grantee: Columbia Gorge Community College (CGCC) 
 
Industry Focus: Energy 
  
Key Partners:  Mid-Columbia Council of Government (MCCOG)/Region 9 WIB; 
Worksource Washington; STEM Advisory Committee; CGCC Career Pathways Committee, 
including personnel from CGCC, City of The Dalles; Hood River County, North Wasco 
County, and Dufur School Districts and community agencies; Oregon Institute of 
Technology; Oregon Governor’s Office; Governor’s Strategic Training Fund; and Mid-
Columbia Economic Development District (MCEDD) 
 
Grant Amount:  $1,668,043 
  
Leveraged Amount:  $1,488,542 
 
Location of Grant Activities:  Pacific Northwest Region -- Oregon, Washington, Idaho, 
Utah, Wyoming and Montana. 
 
Challenge:  There is a need for 500 highly skilled technicians to support production of wind 
energy within 100 miles of The Dalles, Oregon region. The expansion of programs at local 
community colleges is limited in terms of faculty, distance delivery, alternative scheduling 
of curriculum, and on-site learning experiences. These elements are necessary to implement 
a training program that would meet the regional workforce demand for skilled technicians. 
 
Addressing the Challenge: The CGCC Renewable Energy Technology Training Program 
will meet industry workforce demands by creating additional entry (spring semester) and 
exit (fall semester) points for students. This will be achieved by hiring additional faculty 
and staff; creating online and hybrid course delivery formats to accommodate student 
schedules; working with the energy industry on a national level to develop and implement 
standards, certifications, and proficiency examinations; and conducting outreach activities 
that will provide information on program and skill set requirements and career pathways 
to high school students, counselors, and STEM teachers. 
 
Projected Outcomes:  

• 204 individuals will participate in training activities  
• 163 individuals will complete training activities and earn credentials, an 80 percent 

completion rate 
• 135 individuals will enter employment in an industry-related to training within six 

months of program completion 
• 69 individuals will receive promotion or wage gains as a result of training 
• 86 percent of youth participants will improve literacy or numeracy 
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